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hurts (gold) and nim-paoli (gold), 17,000 paoll (gold), 400
adhell (half) and 8,000 whole silver paoll, 140 horses, 300
camels, 400 oxen and 38 elephants.1
The escheat of deceased nobles9 property was in accordance
with the time-honoured practice of the Mughal Government.
Moreover, this measure was necessary, in this case, in view
of the fact that Firuz Jang shortly before his death had taken
big sums of money from the State. As the Rajputana expedi-
tion was dropped, eleven lakhs of rupees, outstanding against
him, were to be refunded to the State, which were given to
him for the purpose of the expedition against Raja Ajit Singh
of Marwar. This measure was meant to ensure the payment
of the money drawn from the Government treasury. But cer-
tain foreign writers seem to have been misled by the appear-
ance of this custom. The Government could not lay hold on
all the possessions and effects of the defunct nobles and offi-
cials, as they seem to have conceived.2 The firman of the
Emperor Aurangzib, dated 24th July 1666, addressed to the
provincial Diwans, expressly lays down that only the property
and effects of those deceased officials should be attached who
owed anything to the Grown.3
Firuz Jang died at the age of sixty-two (lunar) years. His
remains were carried to Delhi and buried in a tomb which
he had built during his lifetime in the neighbourhood of
the Ajmeri gate, not far from the resting place of Shah
Wajihu'd-Dm.4
1 Irvine's Later Mugkals, vol. I, p. 270.
2Manucci's Storia do Mogor, vol. II, p. 417; Bernier's Travels, pp. 163, 211
and 212.
8 The Finnan is worded thus:
Whereas if a servant of the Emperor dies leaving no heir and owing nothing
to the State, all his possessions should be deposited in charge of the store-
keeper of the Bait-ul-Mal. If the deceased owes anything to the Grown then
only the amount due should be taken and the rest should be deposited in
the Bait-ul-Mal. If he leaves an heir who has a claim on his property, then in
that case the effects of the deceased should be attached after waiting for three
days. If the property exceeds the amount of the debt he owes to the State,
then in that case only the amount due should be subtracted and the balance
delivered to the lawful heir after the latter had legally established his right.
If the claims of the State exceed the worth of the property, then everything
should be attached. If the deceased owes nothing to the Grown after legal
proof, the whole property should be rendered to the heir (Mi'rat-i-Ahmedit
vol. I, pp. 266-67; Sarkar's Mughal Administration, p. 168).
* MtfathMl-Umara, voL II, p. 878.

